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Every time you start to learn a new language, unless you are
born speaking it natively, you have to learn how it is written.
This takes an enormous amount of effort, days if not weeks.
Even if the language uses the Latin alphabet, there are subtle
variations in it's usage that make it impossible to imply the
rules you learned in English to reading Chinese Pinyin or IAST
Sanskrit. According to traditional methodology, this is part of
the sludge that you must work through in order to get to
learning words, and ultimately how to speak a language.

The real secret to learning languages, however, is that there is
no need to learn how it is written. All languages use the same
basic sounds allowed by the human mouth and vocal chords,
in order to construct their words and ultimately to express
their information. They may have slight variations on some
fundamental sound building blocks, but there are only about
32 very obvious sounds which differ significant in their
quality. You can double that count as a rough estimate for
how many sound variations there are (not including tones).
Learning just those 60 or 70 sounds is all you need to learn
any language in the world. You don't need to learn their
writing system or a new Romanization scheme.

Learning to pronounce words is not hard. It does not take
weeks of dedicated learning. It takes what we will suggest is
only one day of learning the writing system outlined in this
book. Once you learn that, you can pick up any Hanákana
dictionary for any language on Earth and instantly be able to
pronounce those words in the foreign language. From there
you can go on to the real difficult task of language learning,
learning the grammar. But learning how to pronounce the
words does not require learning how to read the language.



This book is a reference guide to the Hanákana writing
system, the solution to this problem of learning to pronounce
words in any language. In a way it is similar to the
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), but it is not as
technical. Hanákana does not aim to be the standard for
representing exact linguistic utterances. Instead it aims to be
a common ground that covers 99% of speaking use cases of
any language on Earth, so that you can read, write, and
pronounce them with ease.

It begins with the 22 basic consonants, followed by the 10
common verbs, for a total of 32 primitive sound forms. It then
goes into the rest of the sound variations and the clicks and
silences that give you the full spectrum of human vocal
sounds. Once you finish this book, which can be done in one
sitting in a day, you will be able to read and write and
pronounce any language in the world that you choose.

Note that there are only 3 core symbol forms, the "n" shape,
the "m" shape, and the "s" shape. From these we add tails,
dots, and arcs to get the sound variations. Knowing this is all
you need to know to memorize how to write the language.
Mapping the sounds to the letter shapes is what the rest of
this books is about.





ΰ
а
Ҡ



Āϰŀ

ĀАP

ĀѐƐ

ĀӠŰ`

mun

The moon in English

mek

To make in English

mẹx

To mesh in English

mold

To mold something in English



Ā
This symbol is pronounced by closing the lips and making
sound subtly through your nose. This is the "m" sound in

English.



ŀӠÐ

ŀѐpÐ

ŀѰ`

ŀӠѰ�

not

A note in English

nẹst

A nest in English

nid

To need in English

noiz

Noise in English



ŀ
This symbol is pronounced by putting your tongue on the
roof of your hard palette near your teeth, and making the
sound subtly through your nose. This is the "n" sound in

English.



ƠѰŠ

ŠԀ

pѰŠѰŠ

ŠƠÐϐ

riq

To ring in English

qa

I in Tibetan

siqiq

Singing in English

qrtị

To understand in Indonesian



Š
This symbol is pronounced by putting the back of tongue on
the roof of your throat, like you are swallowing, and making

the sound subtly through your nose. This is the "ng" sound in
English.



İԀ`

İАĀ

İƠѰŀ

Àϐİ

gad

God in English

gem

Game in English

grin

Green in English

fịg

Fig (the fruit) in English



İ
This symbol is pronounced by putting the back of your tongue
on the roof of your throat quickly, with your voice. This is the

"g" sound in English.



`ƠѰĀ

`ԀƠP

`Ԁŀ

`ƠҠĀ

drim

A dream in English

dark

The dark in English

dan

Dawn in English

drụm

Drum in English



`
This symbol is pronounced by putting the tip of the tongue on
the roof of your hard palette behind your teeth quickly, with

your voice. This is the "d" sound in English.



@ӀP

@ϐŰ`

@Ҡİ

@ѰÐƐ

bọk

A book in English

bịld

To build in English

bụg

A bug in English

bitx

The beach in English



@
This symbol is pronounced by putting your lips together

quickly and releasing, with your voice. This is the "b" sound in
English.



0ѰÐƐ

0ƠА

p0ӠƠÐ

0ŰԀ0

pitx

A peach in English

pre

To pray in English

sport

A sport in English

plap

To plop in English



0
This symbol is pronounced by putting your lips together
quickly and releasing, without your voice. This is the "p"

sound in English.



ÐѰĀ

0ҠÐВŀƐŰ

ĠԀƠÐ

ÐƠАŰ

tim

The team in English

pụténxl

Potential in English

heart

Heart in English

trel

A trail in English



Ð
This symbol is pronounced by putting the tip of the tongue on

the roof of your hard palette behind your teeth quickly,
without your voice. This is the "t" sound in English.



PѰ�

pPԀѰ

@ƠАP

PŰϐP

kiz

Keys in English

skai

The sky in English

brek

To break in English

klịk

To click in English



P
This symbol is pronounced by putting the back of your tongue
on the roof of your throat quickly, without your voice. This is

the "k" sound in English.



ĠϐŀÐ

ĠƀϰĀΰŀϐÐѰ

ĠԀѰ

0ƠĠΰ0p

hịnt

A hint in English

hyumạnịti

Humanity in English

hai

Hi in English

prhạps

Perhaps in English



Ġ
This symbol is pronounced by breathing silently without voice

or blocking the flow of air. This is the "h" sound in English.



pŰѰ0

ÐԀp

0ԀpҠ@ϐŰҠÐѰ

pѰ

slip

To sleep in English

tas

Toss in English

pasụbịlụti

Possability in English

si

To see in English



p
This symbol is pronounced by breathing silently without voice
or blocking the flow of air, while tightening the middle of your

tongue to the hard palette of your mouth. This is the "s"
sound in English.



ÀƠѰ

ѰŀҠÀ

ÀԀѰƠ

pŀӠÀŰАP

fri

Free in English

inụf

Enough in English

fair

Fire in English

snoflek

Snowflake in English



À
This symbol is pronounced by breathing silently without voice

or blocking the flow of air, while pressing your top teeth to
your lower lip on the inside. This is the "f" sound in English.



ðԀѰ@

ŀƠðԂŀҠ

ðƠÐƐƀϰ

ŰҠð

vaib

Vibe in English

nrvánụ

Nirvana in English

vrtxyu

Virtue in English

lụv

Love in English



ð
This symbol is pronounced by breathing with voice but

blocking the flow of air, while pressing your top teeth to your
lower lip on the inside. This is the "v" sound in English.



�Ӡŀ

İƠА�

`Ơϐ�Ű

�ϰ

zon

Zone in English

grez

To graze in English

drịzl

To drizzle in English

zu

Zoo in English



�
This symbol is pronounced by with your voice by sort of

clenching your teeth and letting air out above your tongue.
This is the "z" sound in English.



ƀѐŰӠ

0ŰԀѰƀҠ

PԀѰƀΰP

ƀѐp

yẹlo

Yellow in English

plaiyụ

The beach in Spanish

kaiyạk

Kayak in English

yẹs

Yes in English



ƀ
This symbol is pronounced by with your voice without

clenching your teeth and pushing your tongue toward the
roof of your mouth yet letting air out above it. This is the "y"

sound in English.



Đϐŀ`

@ΰPĐƠ`p

ĐƠP

ĐԀѰ

wịnd

Wind in English

bạkwrds

Backwards in English

wrk

Work in English

wai

Why in English



Đ
This symbol is pronounced by turning your lips into a tight

circle and sweeping air through it as it morphs into the next
vowel. This is the "w" sound in English.



�ѰŠP

Đϐ�ϐŀ

@ŰΰPpĀϐ�

�ƠӠϰ

ciqk

Think in English

wịcịn

Within in English

blạksmịc

Blacksmith in English

crou

Throw in English



�
This symbol is pronounced by putting your tongue up slightly
in between your teeth and pushing air through them. This is

the voiceless "th" sound in English.



Ɛϐ0

ӠƐϐŀ

ÀŰӠƠϐƐ

ƐӠ

xịp

Ship in English

oxịn

Ocean in English

florịx

Flourish in English

xo

Show in English



Ɛ
This symbol is pronounced by pressing air between your

tongue and the top of the back of your teeth, like the sound
of rushing water. This is the voiceless "sh" sound in English.



ƠѰ`

ÀӠƠѐðƠ

ƠϰŰ

ĠҠŀÐƠ

rid

Read in English

forẹvr

Forever in English

rul

Rule in English

hụntr

Hunter in English



Ơ
This symbol is pronounced by curling your tongue slightly

and letting air flow smoothly out of your mouth. This is the "r"
sound in English.



ŰҠð

ÀѰŰ

ÀӠŰ`

ŰѰŠP

lụv

Love in English

fil

To feel in English

fold

Fold in English

liqk

Link in English



Ű
This symbol is pronounced by pressing the tip of your tongue

firmly on the front roof of your mouth and breathing air
smoothly out of your mouth. This is the "l" sound in English.



°ѐŀ

PŰӠ°

ѐ°ưPϰƠϰϰ

Ҡ°Ѱư@

cẹ̣n

Then in English

kloc ̣

To clothe in English

ẹc'̣kuruu

Remember in Arabic

ụcị'b

A wolf in Arabic



°
This symbol is pronounced by putting your tongue up slightly
in between your teeth and pushing air through them. This is

the voiced "th" sound in English.



`ŐӠP

ĀѐŐƠ

pƠ`Ő

`ŐѐĀ

djok

A joke in English

mẹjr

To measure in English

srdj

Surge in English

djẹm

Gem in English



Ő
This symbol is pronounced by pressing air between your

tongue and the top of the back of your teeth, like the sound
of rushing water. This is the voiced "j" sound in English.



Áϐ`

ŀѴÁÐƐưѰ

ÁӤӤư

ÁДưДÐpӠĠ

f̤ịd

Smoke of a fire in Navajo

nîf̤tx'i

Wind, air, gas, or spirit in Navajo

f̤ôô'

A fish (as in a fish in the water) in Navajo

f̤ê'êtsoh

Rat (as in a rodent) in Navajo



Á
This symbol is pronounced by putting the tip of your tongue
on the arch of your hard palette, and breathing the "l" sound

through the sides of your tongue. This is the Navajo "ł" sound.



ŒԀԀŰԀ

ѰŒӠ�Ѱ

ѰŀŒА@А

ѰŒԀPԀ

ȷ̈aala

To eat in Zulu

iȷ̈ozi

Ancestral spirit in Zulu

inȷ̈ebe

Ear in Zulu

iȷ̈aka

Loincloth in Zulu



Œ
This symbol is pronounced by putting the tip of your tongue
on the arch of your hard palette, and breathing the "l" sound
through the sides of your tongue with your voice. This is the

Zulu "dl" sound.



PTĠАŰԀ

PTĠԀĀԀ

İTĠѰ@Ԁ

PTĠϰ@Ԁ

kk̥hela

To adapt in Xhosa

kk̥hama

To bear fruit in Xhosa

gk̥hiba

To complete in Xhosa

kk̥huba

To drive in Xhosa



T
This is a click sound like making an "l" shape in your mouth,

but letting it snap down like a clock tick.



ŠŴĠѰ

ŠŴĠӠŰԀ

İŴĠАPԀ

İŴĠϰĀԀ

ql̥hi

Still in Xhosa

ql̥hola

To be loud in Xhosa

gl̥heka

To mock in Xhosa

gl̥huma

To jump in Xhosa



Ŵ
This is a click sound like making sucking sound.



ÔĢӠƠА

ÔĠАÐԀ

İÔĠѰŀԀ

İÔĠӠŀԀ

t̥ḥore

To prophesize in Khoekhoe

t̥heta

To be happy in Hadza

gt̥hina

To end in Zulu

gt̥hona

To make fun of in Zulu



Ô
This is a click sound like making sucking sound with your t

shaped mouth.



P4ӠӨӠ

R4Ӥϰ

ưŠ4ԀԈŐА

İ4PĢԈŀԀ

kp̊oǒo

To dream in !Xóõ

ḳp̊ôu

Wild cat in !Xóõ

'qp̊aǎje

Tree in !Xóõ

gp̊kḥǎna

To make fire with sticks in !Xóõ



4
This is a click sound like making popping sound with your lips.



ϰưӠ

ԀưÀѐŰ

ÐѰðưѰѰ

ƠԀİϰưԀ

u'o

Uh-oh in English

a'fẹl

Dark in Hebrew

tiv'ii

Natural in Hebrew

ragu'a

Calm in Hebrew



ư
This is the blocking of a sound.



ԀĀâÐԀ

Űââ

`âƑ

âƐѰ

amṛta

Immortality in Sanskrit

lṛṛ

A mother in Sanskrit

dṛx̤

A sight in Sanskrit

ṛxi

A sage in Sanskrit



â
This is the r sound where you put the tip of your tongue on
the highest part of the ridge in the middle of your mouth

while you say it. It is the Indian "r" sound.



ƢϰŐ

ÀƢѐƢ

ϐĀƢԀ

ƢϰưԀĢ

r̤uj

Red in French

fr̤ẹr̤

A brother in French

ịmr̤a

Promise in Hebrew

r̤u'aḥ

Mind in Hebrew



Ƣ
This is the French "r" sound where you make it in the back of

your mouth before your throat.



ĀѰѰĀԀԀĂpԀԀ

pԀĂŐŀƀԀԀ

pԀĂpԀԀƠԀ

ԀĠѰĂpԀԀ

miimaaṃsaa

Critical investigation or reflection in Sanskrit

saṃjnyaa

Perception in Sanskrit

saṃsaara

The world in Sanskrit

ahiṃsaa

Nonviolence in Sanskrit



Ă
This is the nasal Indian "m" sound.



łԀ

`ŐϰϰƠłѰ

ԀԀƠԀłԀ

łѰѰ

ṇa

Knowledge in Sanskrit

djuurṇi

A blaze in Sanskrit

aaraṇa

Depth in Sanskrit

ṇii

To get in Sanskrit



ł
This is the retroflex Indian "n" sound, where you say the "n"

sound with the tip of your tongue high up on the roof of your
mouth.



Ƒϰ`ĠԀ

ƑѰðԀ

ƑƀԄŠ

ƑƀԄԈԄŠ

x̤udha

Holy in Sanskrit

x̤iva

The great god in Sanskrit

x̤yâq

Fragrant in Chinese

x̤yâǎâq

To enjoy in Chinese



Ƒ
This is the Chinese or Indian "sh" sound.



ԀPƒԀ

ԀƠƒԀłԀ

âƒϰ

0ԀƠӠƒłѰѰ

akxạ

Sense organ in Sanskrit

arxạṇa

Moveable in Sanskrit

ṛxụ

To glow in Sanskrit

paroxṇ̣ii

A cockroach in Sanskrit



ƒ
This is the Indian retroflex "sh" sound.



ÒԀ

ÒԀÒÒϰƠԀ

ԀƒÒѰ

İӠƒÒĠѰѰ

ṭa

An oath in Sanskrit

ṭaṭṭura

The sound of a drum in Sanskrit

axṭ̣i

A seed in Sanskrit

goxṭ̣hii

A meeting in Sanskrit



Ò
This is the Indian retroflex "t" sound.



ĢԀԀ�ԀR

ĢԀÀАƢư

ƠАĢѐĀ

ĢѐƠѐP

ḥaazaḳ

Courage in Hebrew

ḥafer̤'

To be ashamed in Hebrew

reḥẹm

Womb in Hebrew

ḥẹrẹk

Bug in Hebrew



Ģ
This is the harsh h in Hebrew speech.



ŀѰ`

pѰ

pϐĀ0ŰϐpϐÐѰ

ԀѰ

nid

Need in English

si

See in English

sịmplịsịti

Simplicity in English

ai

I in English



Ѱ
This is a high English "ee" sound in with the mouth in a smile

position.



ĠА

PҠŀİƠβ`ƀϰŰАÐ

0ŰА

Аŀ`ŐŰ

he

Hey in English

kụngrạ́dyulet

Congratulate in English

ple

Play in English

endjl

Angel in English



А
This is a medium English "ey" sound in with the mouth in a

half smile position.



ĠԀP

ÀԀ°Ơ

ԀŰ

ÐԀP

hak

Hawk in English

facṛ

Father in English

al

All in English

tak

Talk in English



Ԁ
This is a deep English "a" sound in with the mouth open in a

default position.



@Ӡŀ

ӠŀƠ

ƠҠ0ӠƠÐ

pӠŰ`ŐƠ

bon

Bone in English

onr

Owner in English

rụport

Report in English

soldjr

Soldier in English



Ӡ
This is a solid English "oh" sound in with the mouth in a circle

shape.



pϰ0

PϰŰ

0ϰ`Ű

`ϰ

sup

Soup in English

kul

Cool in English

pudl

Poodle in English

du

Do in English



ϰ
This is a deep English "uu" sound in with the mouth in a tight

circle shape.



@ϐÐ

ϐŀ

pϐİŀϐÀҠPŀÐ

Đϐŀ`Ӡ

bịt

bit in English

ịn

In in English

sịgnịfụknt

Significant in English

wịndo

Window in English



ϐ
This is a high but shallow English "ih" sound in with the

mouth in a smile position.



0ѐÐ

PƠѐ`ϐÐ

ѐŀ`

Ҡİѐŀ

pẹt

Pet in English

krẹdịt

Credit in English

ẹnd

End in English

ụgẹn

Again in English



ѐ
This is a medium English "eh" sound in with the mouth in a

half smile position.



PΰÐ

PŰΰp

Āΰŀ

ΰŀÐ

kạt

Cat in English

klạs

Class in English

mạn

All in English

ạnt

Ant in English



ΰ
This is a high English "a" sound in with the mouth open in a

default position.



@ӀP

Ҡŀ`ƠpÐӀ`

ÀӀÐ

0ӀÐ

bọk

book in English

ụndrstọd

Understood in English

fọt

foot in English

pọt

Put in English



Ӏ
This is a pushing English "oo" sound in with the mouth in a

circle u shape.



Ҡŀ`ƠŀѰ�

Ҡ0

ΰŀҠPĠԂŀ`Ҡ

ĠҠÐ

ụndrnic

Underneath in English

ụp

Up in English

ạnụkhándụ

Anaconda in English

hụt

Hut in English



Ҡ
This is a shallow English "uh" sound in with the mouth in a

relaxed open shape.



@аƐԀƠ

а@ԀƠ

ƐŰаpŰ

ĀаŰА

bi̤xar

Butcher in German

i̤bar

Above in German

xli̤sl

Key in German

mi̤le

Mill in German



а
This is a Northern European vowel sound.



ԁPp

ԁƠŀ

@ƀԁƠŀ

ԁƠPŀ

a̤ks

Axe in Danish

a̤rn

Eagle in Danish

bya̤rn

Bear in Danish

a̤rkn

Desert in Danish



ԁ
This is a Northern European vowel sound.



@ΐ`

@ΐŰ

Űΐp

`ΐ@

bo̤d

Boat in Danish

bo̤l

Bonfire in Danish

lo̤s

Lock in Danish

do̤b

Baptism in Danish



ΐ
This is a Northern European vowel sound.



Ѱ
i

Ѵ
î

Ѹ
ǐ

Ѳ
ı ́

ѵ
ı ́̂

ѹ
ı ́̌

А
e

Д
ê

И
ě

В
é

Е
é̂

Й
é̌

Ԁ
a

Ԅ
â

Ԉ
ǎ

Ԃ
á

ԅ
á̂

ԉ
á̌

Ӡ
o

Ӥ
ô

Ө
ǒ

Ӣ
ó

ӥ
ó̂

ө
ó̌

ϰ
u

ϴ
û

ϸ
ǔ

ϲ
ú

ϵ
ú̂

Ϲ
ú̌



@
b

L
b̖

H
b̗

0
p

8
ṕ

İ
g

ĸ
g̀

P
k

X
k̖

Ð
t

Ü
t̖

`
d

h
d̗


