
PRONUNCIATION KEY TO THE SLOVENIAN ALPHABET 
 
Slovenian alphabet has 25 letters: A B C Č D E F G H I J K L M N O P R S Š T U V Z Ž  
Ö, Ü and sometimes Ć (pronounced as Č) and Đ (pronounced as DŽ) are used only in proper names. 
  
Letter      Phonetic value As in
  
a             <a> riba  /ʹri:ba/                     
               <a:> mati  /ʹma:ti/ 
               <ʌ> čas  /ʧʌs/ 
b             <b> biti  /ʹbi:ti/ 
               <p> before voiceless consonants robca  /ʹropʦa/ 
c             <ʦ> pica  /ʹpiʦa/ 
               <ʣ > sometimes before voiced consonants Kocbek  /ʹkɔʣbek/ 
č             <ʧ> peč  /peʧ/ 
               <ʤ> sometimes before voiced consonants učbenik  /ʹuʤbenik/ 
d             <d> dete  /ʹde:te/ 
               <t>  before voiceless consonants sladka  /ʹslatka/ 
               <ʣ> before z (dz) odzadaj  /ɔʹʣa:daɪ/ 
               <ʤ> before ž  (dž) pidžama  /piʹʤama/ 
e             <e> med  /med/                 
               <e:> peti  /ʹpe:ti/ 
               <i> smer /smir/ 
               <i:> vera  /ʹvi:ra/ 
               <ε> odslej /ɔʦʹlεɪ/ 
               <ε:> Vera  /ʹvε:ra/ 
               <æ> kmet  /kmæt/ 
               <ə> pes  /pəs/ 
               <з:> temen  /ʹtз:mən/ 
f              <f> fant  /fant/ 
g             <g> goba  /ʹgo:ba/ 
               <k> before voiceless consonants krogca  /ʹkrokʦa/ 
h             <x> prah  /prax/ 
               <h> usually before consonants and i nevihta  /neʹvihta/ 
i              <i> sami  /ʹsa:mi/ 
               <i:> piti  /ʹpi:ti/ 
               <ɪ> siv  /sɪu/ 
               <j> ion /jɔn/ 
j              <j> jasno  /ʹjasnɔ/ 
               <ɪ> after vowels moj  /mɔɪ/ 
k             <k> kod  /kod/ 
               <g> sometimes before voiced consonants kdaj  /gdaɪ/ 
l              <l> lep  /lep/ 



               <λ> sometimes when followed by j(₁) poljski  /ʹpɔλski/ 
               <u> usually at the end of a word(₂) rekel  /ʹre:keu/ 
               <ʍ> between a vowel and a consonant tkalca    /ʹtkaʍʦa/ 
m            <m> mesto  /ʹmestɔ/ 
               <ɱ> before f and v nimfa  /ʹniɱfa/ 
               <əm> between consonants filmski  /ʹfiləmski/ 
n             <n> nos  /nɔs/ 
               <ŋ> before g, h and k sinko  /siŋko/ 
               <ɲ> sometimes when followed by j(₃) sanjski  /ʹsaɲski / 
               <ən> between consonants himnski  /ʹhimənski/ 
o             <o> kod  /kod/ 
               <o:> moda  /ʹmo:da/ 
               <ɒ> snop  /snɒp/ 
               <ɒ:> voda  /ʹvɒ:da/ 
        <ɔ> odraz  /ɔ΄dra:z/ 
p             <p> pet  /pet/ 
r              <r> red  /red/ 
               <ər> when r follows a consonant prst  /pərst/ 
s              <s> sin  /sin/ 
               <z> sometimes before voiced consonants glasba  /ʹglazba/ 
š             <ʃ> še  /ʃæ/ 
               <ʒ> sometimes before voiced consonants vešda  /ʹveʒda/ 
t              <t> tat  /tat/ 
               <d> sometimes before voiced consonants svatba  /΄svadba/ 
u             <u> rum  /rum/ 
               <u:> ura  /ʹu:ra/ 
               <w> sometimes before vowels suita  /ʹswita/ 
v             <v> voz  /voz/ 
               <ʍ> sometimes before consonants sivka  /ʹsiʍka/ 
               <w> sometimes before vowels, j ,l and r v enem  /ʹwænəm/ 
               <u> sometimes before consonants avtor  /ʹautɔr/ 
z             <z> zid  /zid/ 
               <s> before voiceless consonants nizko  /ʹniskɔ/ 
               <ʣ > after d  (see: d) 
               <ʃ> before š  
               <ʒ> before ž                                                         

             
 izšolan  /iʃʃʹolan/ 
 izžeti  /iʒʒ΄e:ti/ 

ž             <ʒ> jež  /jeʒ/ 
               <ʃ> before voiceless consonants težko  /ʹtε:ʃkɔ/ 
               <ʤ> after d  (see: d) 
ö             <ø>   
ü             <y> 
                                                                                

   
 Šömen  /ʃømen/ 
 Küzmič /kyzmiʧ/                       



 
<ʹ> denotes stress placed on the next vowel; <:> denotes long vowel 
Pronunciation of vowels is mostly arbitrary. 
 
(₁) lj are pronounced lj save before consonants, <i> and at the end of a word when λ 
(₂) l is pronounced as u in past participles and rarely in other words 
(₃) nj are pronounced nj save before consonants, <i> and at the end of a word when ɲ 
 
Slovenian r is always rolled as in Italian or Spanish. 
 
Double characters are always pronounced double though they do not necessarily have the exactly same 
phonetic vowel value or contain the same letter (the latter is so-called voicing or consonantal assimilation), 
e.g.: priimek /pri΄i:mek/, junij /΄juniɪ/, vseeno /ʍsæʹε:nɔ/, izza /΄izza/, petdeset  /ʹpeddesət/, razstava 
/rʌ΄ssta:va/, izsek /iss΄ek/. 
 
 
ASPIRATION 
 
G and K are aspirated in short interrogations and imperatives: 
Glej! /gʰlεɪ/ 

Kam? /kʰam/ 
 
 
DIPHTHONGS IN SLOVENIAN 
 
<aε>     aeroklub 
<aɪ>  maj 
<au>     prav 
<eɪ>    dejstvo 
<εɪ>     poglej 
<əu>     prišel 
<eu>     bel 
<εu>     lev 
<ɪu>     iskriv 
<oɪ>     soj 
<ɔɪ>     vojna 
<ou>     stol 
<uɪ>     ujčkati 
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